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DEDICATION 
To his Honoured TUTOR, 


VV1iLLiam GouLD, M. D. 


Late Fellow of Wadham-(olledge, Oxm. 


Honoured Sir, | ITAL 
HE only Relation that drew me to preſume of fixing 
your Name to this Diſcourſe, was that of a Scholar. 
to his Maſter, when I had formerly. the Happineſs 
of being under your Inſpettion ,. in\ order to the he- 

ving Natural Reaſon ripened and mel{gwed by ſome artificial Ad- 
vancements, The Experience [ had then of your C andor, gives 
me now juſt Encouragement to hope, that in effering theſe Papers, 
which are the firſt Fruits of my enquiry yet abroad, I preſume not 
amiſs. I had thoughts (having indeed brought it to ſome per fe(ti- 
on ) of preſenting you with another thing, differing from this 
both in Kind and Language, -and by way of aritu to have re- 
payed it to one whom [ eſteemed it beſt due ; ( from whom Thad 
diſtilPd on me thoſe kind and gentle Effuſions, at my firſt ad- 
miſſion to the Univerſity, and therefore have reaſon to deplore 
nothing more, than my own voluntary and untimely departure 
from their warmer Influence) but, Sir, as we breathe here be- 
low in a contigent Air, and are not quick-ſighted enough to pierce 
through the Clouds of that Caliginous Night , under whith all 
Futurity lies obſcured and concealed , many unſought Accidents 
may obtrude themſclues on us; and when they come, inſtead of 
giving us a Diverſion, they are then as unwelcome, as before 

A 2 the '' 


The Dedication. 
tegereaflonht of. Aud while « Man is detained er he 
(evere Diſcipline of ſome dark Providence, there is nothing bet- 


zer to clear up, and ſoften «5p than mildly to impart 
fo 


Animum : | 
SOD i another what is at preſent Jo great a Burthen to himſelf; as 


lenire, hen the Styeam fwellsrg and threatens the gajoyning Bank, it 
Eraſn. recerulpla were Broohh the LES of e Villden 
Sluce. But I hape you will pot think (moſt Cayrteous Mecz- 
nas) 4s T am not ©g01h MB at this tnean Preſent is 
Sufficient ta diſengage me from thoſe bigher Obligations, whepeby- 
I (bit even 4nd wdthicd tbiyon.: I have'onlyithis tb beg, Irbdt 
you would Honour me with ſome part of your good Eſteem ; and 
in the naay lime =O te/e Juvenile Protluttionyy, as 4 pre- 
ſent Teſtimony of rhat Refpeft which is ſtill owing, till you are 
gratified with the compleater Iſſue of a more imprqued Ability. 
And while I addreſs to you, if you retain yout 5h Clhnabr , 
(as-dihave-no. redfon'yo ſaſpett theecontrary) £ need not doubt 
CHEN ods but-am ſtill perſwadled to bope, 
vhe bk:ght. your ayexe h)11i1ies and DYgurſitions have kaiſed 
y0u 10, 13 not above. he Iiventies of a Client, but rather like 
fenke fruiefal bymdb Bf Natare, you will bend the lowey \for bring 
well baden. * Anil being thus encouraged, while ? ffudy Yor u chear 
ran at ny prejems Poſt, T ſhall not forget 10 approve my 
» | | 


depo Heb Pan | - Your Conſtant Servane, 
EZRA PIERCE. 


AOESS  ——_— 


THE 
Epiſtle ro the READER; 


Conrteous Reader, 


HE following Treatiſe would gladly entitle it ſelf to thy 
acceptance. But if the -Anthor tnay not be fo happy in 
the general, 'he is fiire of fome particufar friends, and 
thoſe of no mean rank, who have given it a kind eniter- 
tainmerit beyond what was expeRted, and with whoſe 
approbation it comes abroad : And if but one perſon more be either 
bettered, or relieved hereby » he thinks himſelf abundantly recom- 
penced in the enquiry. Be not fwift to'cenſare, *civa fubje&t very un- 
common, And the innocency, the Author wont; expoling what 
is written to the pablick, will (withal confidering the unpleaſantneſs 
of the undertaking) prevent in others alt thoughts of glory andam- 
bition in the publiſher. Beſides,'cis well known, this manis not ſo diF- 
cerning as to deteCt what that mans apprehenfions of things fre : 
'Tis a kind of 'Sagacity we muſt confeſs 'we -all fall ſhort of, The 
cuth is, we ate not ſo'much concerned at him, - who ends his life in 
a'free and natural contſe, and in an even pace walks off tothe Cham- 
bers of the Dead ; for why, *tis the common Road'of Mankind ; brit 
for a — the door of Nature, and with" rude hands tv 
thruſt himſelf out of the world ; ' for a man to burry himſelf on all 
the unknown hazards of Self-yiolence, yon will ſay this is a yery 
quaiat undertaking. 


— ; tas fards 
Temperet a Lachrymiz ? 


Thrice curſed be the fatal inſtrument that ſhalt ever be acceſiry to 
ſo unfortunate an attempt. 

Now what accountcan be given of an Adyenture fo prepoſterous 
and amazing ? There are, tis confeſfed, different Scenes of this kind. 
Some by their own faft and immoderate walking, are ſeen to ſhake 
the ſands of life, and to breed a confuſion in theic carrent. Some 
men, ſcorn makes deſperate; others are ſighing, and ſhottening their 
hours under the falſe-wheadles of ſome ſofrer paſſion. But now for a 
man that values not the one, and has outlived the follies of ay 0- 

ther, 


Biſhop 
Hopkins, 


To the Reader. 


ther, and is indifferently careful not to charge himſelf beyond mea- 
ſure; for one that is placed under the haidiomeſt cicomtances of 
content imaginable, bleſſed with a competent ſupport, theared with 
an acceptable Relation, and wanting nothing but a quiet mind to 
Crown himſelf in the free Empire of his owu Enjoyment, for ſuch a 
one to become his own dire Executioner, and to be the firſt in hunt- 
ing away the Sacred breath, this laſt indeed gives me leave to gueſs 
ſomewhat in a Theory otherwiſe ſo unaccountable. 

"Twas the Obſervation of a great man to this effeft, Diſcontent 
is not ſeated in our Wants, but Defices. There is ſcarce any conditi- 
on in the world ſo low,but may ſatisfie our wants; and there is no 
condition ſo high as can reach our Deſires. 


Dned ſatiare poteſt dives Natura miniſtrat. 


If we live according to the Law of Nature and Reaſon, we ſhall 
never be poor ;, but if we live according to fond opinionand fancy, 
we ſhall never be rich. 

A diſcontented man to me is the wonder of Nature; He would 
fain conceal his mind, and yet at the ſame time takes the beſt care 
to expoſe his miſery. I am apt to think, that Melancholy is not the 
firſt thing that attacks Mankind, but that diſcontent is at once both 
the Parent and Nurſe of ſo deformed an aff prings and being not 
able to bear up with that uſual vigor and ſharpneſs, at length tires, 
and decays through a long fatigue. . And all this while the ſubject is 
ripening apace for ſome deſperate deſign ; and no doubt too (as we 
never want the latent attendance of an evil Genji, Smith's Sel. Diſe.) 
there is ſowe aCtive Impreſſor from without that ſets forward the at- 
tempt, and having uſed his utmoſt effort,. the party is prevailed on 
at length, and away muſt he be hurried in a ſtream of Self-violence. 
Hell and hcrcor ! a man muſt be ſtrangely wrought on to at thus be» 
yond the common meaſures of Humanity; Reaſon muſt be ſorrily baf- 
fled; and it can ſcarce be conceived of any , unleſs one lately retur- 
ned from the Paſtures of Abders, where he has ſucked in madneſs 
with his very diet. It muſt be ſure when the Brute; extinguiſhes the 
Man, and ali the calmer notions are betrayed and gone, b« fore he can 
be brought over to (o unnatural a compliance, fancy muſt needs run 
low, and reaſon be retired to its cold harbour, before ſuch a kind of 
Lethargy can ſeize on the maſs of Being, and a man be forced to ex- 
clude himſelf from the friendly Light. Fie! Melancholy to this de- 
gree ! *is beneath the ſcorn of men , and the juſter harmony of a 


more 


A 
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more ſetled Imagination. I defie that dull Meteor raiſed from your 
earthly ſelf, that impure ſteam which one bright hour can eaſily ſcat- 
ter, and having chaſed away the darker anguiſh, can command the 
riſing Sun to ſmile forth a happy day. Well, ſuppoſe the worſt, the 
day had been ſomewhat obſcurer than ordinary, and the faint light 
ſeemed to vibrate and depart, is there not a warm Interval that over- 
matches the rougher ſeaſon? Will it ſtill be Winter ? Does not the 
gay Spring mend up whatever ſeverity went before , recommending 
ut with a more chearful acceptance ? | 4 
. Why ſhould we attempt to remove the Landmarks of Nature, and 
think to adjuſt the ——_ of time according to the weaſureg 'of our 
own diſtracted fancy ? Or at leaſt, are we ſuch unskilful Artiſts,that 
we can's trim the Lamp, unleſs we wholly extinguiſh the Light ? 
Would you perſwade the Lutaniſt to burſt the ſtring, becauſe the 
ſloſtrument is at preſent out of tune? Muſt the Jewel periſh; becaoſe 
the Caſe is a little diſordered? If a man murders another, the hotror 
of the fat may be ſomewhat mitigated before his departure inte the 
eyerlaſting Scene of uncertainty, and a gentle recantation.rtiay in- 
terpoſe betwixt the cenſure of the Crime, and the execution of Ju- 
ſice z but for a man to be a Suicide, for that Royal Creature to be 
the Regicide of himſelf, and to fall a Sacrifice to the flames of his 
qwn revenge, this is a ſad reyolution indeed. And though 'rrs not our 
to judge, yet we may have the liberty to fear his future diſpoſal ; 
or he is gone without a Pſalm of mercy, and had no Ker iainey, 
to refreſh himin his laſt Agony. When a good man departs the Stage, 
like the Sun you may trace his glory at his ſetting, and the moyrn- 
ful Croud ſurrounding, may be cheared at the brightneſs of the ſink- 
ing flaſh. f day ! whenever l expire, ;and it be my good for- 
tune to have pale death fit triumphant on » twilow Check, inſtead 
of parting in the dumb pomp of confuſion, may I beg the boonto go 
civilly from the Body z and whoever departs otherwiſe, 1 wiſh 
that unbleſt terrors may no for ever haunt his trembling ſhadow. 


Farewell 


The 


The CONTENTS. 


ECT. I. A ſbort account of the univerſal. Lew of _- 
ture. | Page 
Set. IT. Of the Low of Natwre , in reference to \ the cf 


Caſe. J- 
SeCt. III. The preſent Caſe fated and aggravated, 6. 
Set. IV. The preſent Caſe unravelled and ſolued. | +9 

A melancholly Man deſcribed in the ly Inflance. . 

_ Account of s welancho Man from Dy. T. 


So Murder is to be abhorred upon three ſpecial Accounts.” Ho _ 

« majors, the $ elf-Murderer + ſubvert the Ln ET his "Fs 
create "ap 

2. Becauſe hes 6 Rebel to his Creator. hy 

3. Becauſe he does. « my that is highly modi o_ the 


—_— Part. 
Derive concerning the Soul. af i 
= V. The arc Ca francs 2 wh the vs of 'Þ. 


Wy 18re 7 <i_h by | | : Cr ÞD -5% 


| & it ? a 2 3Y 

| | hes. > 29? of " 93420 £-1q1300% 3 ? 
Y : a ' " - fy 0 
- | t% : } 40 I - * *a.t « 4 ds 

_ > . » 1 « _ i : 

(f f , e i ; £ M4 - $44 
| . TY MET TN 9,73 ViO," 
* , Q WW = 


© SelfMurder. 


—_— 4 = tek. 
T _ ; 
ar - 


— 


; ph . . S E C "Th I C 

Of the Univerſal Law of Nature. 
R 2 £61 ©* 2 
i Dear Lindamor, : 9713 IVI3,9: 07 6 


RRM eh World not. be thought troubleſcme in the di- 
WETW FL yerſion'l am now about to give you; how. ver 
I hope you will ſo far £ompty with my requeſt, 
which I ſhall cake to. be a farther teſtimony of 
that freeneſs and civility you have hitherto ex» 
Þ <td, as to. Tuffet that 20. be-'the entertain- 
W mcHt of one of your leiſute hour,which has co 
| | me ſeveral in the Compoſitian, Aud fisſt, you 
muſt needs grant me this without controul, That there is ſomething 
irinſiczl to the ration-l nature: there are ſome wadical principles 
thar are ſweetly temperel with the Immortal breach, ad de ſhew 
themſelyes forth in this happy Compound, to countermand which 
ſhould there come oac from the Angelick Order, tho we will be mere 
civil than to pronounce him accarſed, yet lo far we may ely aver, 
That we are not bound to believe bim. 
© * There is ſome grand dictate 7k in the Center of the Reaſon- 


ablz 
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able __—_— a Heathen called tuſvyor d«, ſomething that con- 
ſantly aſſociates with it, and is as *rwere che main artery from 
whence ſpring all the leſſer branches of the Natural Law, We know 
not how to Charafter ir, but we are ſenſible enough of the effet. The 
Malum fugiendum, the Beatitudo querenda, and ſuch like, are all of its 
own |:ying ; anq having f.fi-rently warmed, and cheriſhed theſe 
Oral Principles, hence *cis cnat they appear in the vigor and quick- 
neſs of a Law, Amongſt all the vety fic, and that which is certainly 
mingled with humanity, and lies no doubt at the yery"root and foun- 
dation of. being, is the defire of preſeryation-in order to happineſg. 
Now this ſweet paſſion,Deſire,is ſeldom without a companion;name. 
ly Fear, which isa paſſion ſomewhat more violent, according to the 
apprehenſions of the Object,and lies deep in the nature of man , for 
at the ſame time that we are in the yery fervor and ſtretch of incli- 
nation, there is fome kind of quivering, and concernedneſs, leſt 
we ſhould fall ſhort in the purſuir, This, 1 ſay, is a thing very in- 
timate with our Complexions, and flows immediately from the Ra- 
dical Principle, Preſervation : © For every one deſires his own Pre- 
(© ſervation and happineſs; ard therefore hath a natural dread and 
© horror of every thing that can deſtroy his Being , or endanger his 
** happineſs. 

Now it can's be denied, - but ircationals too do partake of this 
common property (if | may ſo ſpeak) with humanity. Every thing 
in nature ſtruggles for the conſervation of its Being, and the pro- 
motion of its perfective acquirement. And the ſmalleſt crumb of 
Entity has ſomething of care and ſelf-intereſt io it, . Touch but the 
honey, which is the life of the labouring Bee, on end he puts 
you off with a ſting. All Corporeals are ſeento fiy whatever is de. 
ſtruKtive to their own for.ns, and to embrace all the neighbourly anJ 
friendly Beings, that will in the leaſt offec ro cloſe, and comply wich 
them. Obſerve the Brutal coaduCct, though it wants the contrivance 
of a more ſubſtantial judgment, yet it has ſo mach of the wwuiuen, 
which a Philoſopher renders Firtutum Simulachra; ſome imperfett 
dravghts of the Moral Nature, whereby they are well enough fur- 
niſheqd in their Wilder Politicks to be very terd:r of their-own fafe> 
ty. Shew me a Being, if you can, that would not fain be centeing 
It ſelf in the boſom of happineſs, and doing all.that is poſlible to con- 
tinue, and amplifie its exiſtence. And though we can'e ſuppoſe theſe 
Irrationals ſo unblemifhed amidſt their converfation of fenſe, as if 
they drefled them(elves by the Glaſs of a La» gyet ay are ſo faich. 
ful co their loclinations, and careful to preſerve the Seal of their Na. 

ture 
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ture unbroken, that they rarely miſcarry upon this.account. If.you 
regard lnanimates, take a ſtone that is artificially lodged upon the 
cop of a Tower, and you ſba'ot find it ir.clined to diſmount it ſelf 
(though indeed there is a great deal of reaſon for it )tillit be looſen- 
ed by ſome external violence, and then it mult of neceſſity drop to- 
wards the Center, This is a thing methings as improper to conceive, 
as for a Brute to become a, felo de ſe. So that every Being is kind and 
courteous to it ſelf to this degree, as not to abandon what is «ffcn» 
tial to its own conſeryation , but takes all the care, and: delight ima« 
ginable to carry on its own welfare and complacency. 


SECT. II. 
Some account of th: Natural Law with reſpe&# to the preſent 


a/t. 


N every Rational mind then there is a »4uG- yearn, as they call 
it, a Sacred kind of Manuſcript Engraven by the finger of the 
Deity. *Twas the Suprem'ſt Opifex that. gave right Reaſon in Man, 
its firſt Imprimatuy 3 and an. Eternal Contriver that carved-it on the 
fair Table of an Immortal mind, Now for what end ſhall we imagin 
there was ſo much care taken about it ? we can't ſuppoſe it to be fixed 
there as an empty Cypher, but rather as ſome hidden Monitor, 
which now and then ſteps up in the name of Authority, and warns 
men to ſhun ſuch irregular and undue courſes as bear an implacable 
enmity towaids their Naturcs, and to adviſe them to embrace ſuch 
comely Obj:&ts, as ſhall enable the more exalted Power. Ina word, 
"cis all for advancing tbe Rational make to the juſt perfeCtion of its 
Being. "Twas by virtue of this, that the great Philoſopher came to 
diſcern the Immortal Seal that was ſtamped on his very Beiog, and 
at laſt throughly underſtood by the right trimming and” improves 
ment of his Intelletual Lamp,, that be muſt once, as. himſelf confeſt, 
be accountable for his Being, and all its operaticnsto his 3 3rop, as 
he called him, 

This is but a fair and judicious conſtruQtion of thingsz for we can't 
otherwiſe imag'n, but that as this engraved Law was diſpenſed to 
every man according 10 the Oeconomy of Infinite Wiſdom;ſoevery 
violation of this Law is not only prejudicial to the Being of man, but 
a virtual cor.tempt of the Supreme Legiſlator ; who having all Wiſ- 
dow, Love and Goodneſs, contempered in his nature, was moved 

B 2 bereby 


Arifutle. 


Ipepreſſio 


Tacrc itt 


ln mas 


Lint ts ins: 


eo I Od po_—— 


4 Difcourſe of Self-Murder. 
hereby to oblige mankind to be ſtudious and provident of its own 
happineſs So muck then as a man revoles- from the diftates of right 


Reaſon, and is 'inobſtquious to this.implanted Law, to ſo' mach mi- 


ſery and avimadveriion does he juſtiy expoſe himſelf. And the very 
rays of Light within, will reflect on him ſucha diſcovery, that a Being 
eſſentially depending on another, muſt certainly by refponſible ro it, 


and without all queſtion cenſured far: the: breach of fo clear and ex- 


cellent a conlticution.. And as for the Sapreme Judge; the meaſure 
of his proceediags. may be collefted from:the harmony of his remper, 
who is {0 juſt thav he caynor, and to good that he will not inftit his 
cenſures beyond the merits of the Crime, 

Now all this being fo far granted, weare yet farther to ſuppoſe, 
that this Natural Light, wiiich 3lf hold to he the glitterings of ſome 
uricxeated ray onthe lmmortal Mind, is {til wakiag tic fs difceavezies, 
but efpecially recomniends that which moſtly tends to the ſafety and 
conſervation of the Rational compound ; for this grand affair the 
firſt Author deſigned Right Reaſon, when he took the primeſt and 
moſt ſelect part of it, aud Enated ir-into a Law. And: this is fo 
much the aim and tendency of-ir, that no Created Power can diſpenſe 
or divert itto-any other end. For 'a Law thos fou.ided, remaing irre- 
verſible,':and none can annu} it; but that very Legiſtitive power, who 
firſt framed ir into _ L3w that has ſo Divine an Original, can 
by no means be Jiſpented withal, nnleſs by a power equal to the 
ſame, of ſuperior to that which made the Sanftion. lidecd this Su- 
preme Power, we confeſs, may, as he thinks fir, alter, but will nc- 
ver totajly extinguiſh the Natural 'Law. For wt as. Divines hold, 
*tis that Conſtitution by which the Heathen-world ſhill be arraign- 
ed and cetſ{ured at the General Audit: - 

Now this Natural Law of which we are ſpeaking,is of that Univer- 
fal extent both in reſpe& of time and place , that no perſon could, 
or ever can plead-an exemption from the ſtriCt obligation of it. 1 des 
fire no better: Author than Cicero to confirm the truch of this Aſſerti- 
tion, — Lopi naturalsnec propa ari, nec derog ari fas eft.— Nec ver & 
aut per Senatum; ant per populumns ſobvs hac Lege poſſamui. — Non erat alia 
Rome, alia Athens, alia nuxc alia poſt bac ; fy &F onmnes gentes, omns 
tempore, una lex, of ſempiterna & immutabilis continebit. — (us qui non 
perehe, opſe ſe fugiet, & natrwam hominis afÞernabitur. Here is a clear 
and forcible invmation, 'that no perſon 1ivirg can be excuſed from 
the dictates of this Law, unleſs he will (offer himſelf ro be as*rwere 
c_ from-his own eſl: nee, and live disjoiated from humanity it 


He 
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He further ſays, which is aimoſt convincing thing to all that will con- 
template, That this Law is ſufficient to carry on great Exploits, were 
there no other. Nec ſi regnante Targquinio nulla erat ſcripts Lex de 
ftupris, &c. * Suppole there were no poſitive Law for the preſent to 
© check the unruly Violence of a Tayqum: yet kt him conſider that 
© Virgin-law of Nature, which he hath. raviſhed and deflower'd; 
* what beamings of the Eternal Light, enough to revive a- modeſt 
& Lueretia, We'hath quenched, and fo ſtrike a terror into the heart of 
£ ſo licentious a Prince. 

Now, with reſpet to the preſent Inſtance, were there no ſuch 
Regal Order as this erefted in the Empire of Man,did you fpring into 
being like one of Natures prodeQtions, or like ſome artificial Auome-- 
tax, had been the principle of your own Motion? Or had you come 
hither -ja that manner, for maintaining of which, Plats, who Philo» 
ſophizing after a more refined way, rebuked ſeveral of his Contem- 
poraries, and almoſt at that time of day droll'd the N2yny out of 
the World, as if the Government of it had reſided wholly in the 
Hand of blin& Chasce; had it been any of theſe, the Caſe had 
been otherwiſe, and you might haply been at your own diſpoſal. 
But ſeeing you are to pay deference to theſe ſacred Engravements 
within you, ſceiag you are to bring in a conſtant Homage, ſor fear 
you ſhould be branded with the il] Name of being a Rebel to Nature, 
you are in no wiſe to meddle with a Prerogative fo far beyond you. 
Beſides, ſeeing every Man has his own Authority circumſcribed: ac 
cording to the Laws of that juſt lmperinm within him, 1 make na 
queſtion but that'every Qppolſition carries with it the force of its own. 
Penalcy. This appeared in the braver Heathen, who ſpake iu this 
manner, That when Goodnefs was an abundant Compenſation to it. 
ſelf, the very baſenefs of iuch an Aftion was puniſhment ſufficienc. 
Aud indeed, who cannot almoſt but be ſenſible, that as fome good 
has in it ſuch a native Fairneſs, ſuch a magnetick Virtue, as:muſt- - 
needs, were there no Command , iavite and attract: the Rational 
Nature, and infallibly wia upon the ſcore of its own Warth;, fo: 
there is ſuch a horrid Deformity in ſome Evil, as that Natural Rea-+ 
fon mult needs _loath and abhbor ir. Ilaſomuch, -were all Laws laid: 
alide, yet there would be ſome Order ſpringing from the Harmonies. . 
of Reaſon,: whereby the Rational Incligation would - be diſpoſed; - 
a regard co its own welfare, to twine, and claſp about that Good, 
and to fly that Evil againſt which it has conceived ſo ſtrong x Preju-- 
dice. Now, as we are poſitively aſlured,. That the graad Author 
of Natuce has not fettered, or enſlaved. the Rational Creatuse, . bus: 

| rather: 
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rather graced it with a competent Enlargement z ſo we are equally 
certain *cis his mind, that it ſhould fo far conſent to its 6wn happi- 
neſs, and to all the means that are required to conſerve it, as haſti- 
ly to (ſhun, and abhor whatever is deitruQtive and prejudicial to its 
ſecurity. And I doubt nor to aver from hence,-that 'cis according 
to the Univerſal Policy of Nature for a Man to regard his own Ad- 

Dr. Tillet= yaritage. For as a Reverend Divine of our own ſpeaks , He is not a 

ſen. wiſe Man that doth not take care of himſelf, and his own Concern- 
ments, according to that of old Ennixe, Nequicquam ſapere ſapien- 
tem, qui ſibi ipſs prodefſe non quiret. Such a one hath bur an empty 
Title of Wiſdom. And as Self-preſeryation is the firſt Principle of 
Nature ;, ſo care of our Selves, of our own Intereſt, is the ficſt part 
of Wiſdom. And to be happy, he adds, Is not to be ſo for a lit- 
tle while, but as long as may be, and if it be pollible for ever. 


SEC 1. UL 
The preſent Caſe ſtated and azoravated. 


H O Self-preſervation be a dear Principle , and fo entwiſted 

with the Natural Law, that ſome have taken it for the very 

Law it ſelfz yet, may not a Man be forced to do one time, what 

even natural Inſtin&t abhors at another? *Tis true, indeed all Be- 

gs, nay, even thoſe in whom only the principles of Senſe do pre. 

ſide, are greedy of being amplified and continued. Take one of the 
tendereſt Creatures, in whom are yet but the faint Evidences of Be- 

ing, and ſee how it ſhrugs, and draws in at the engine of Ruin, and 

in a begging ſtruggle, enough to raiſe pity in the Executioner, would 

fain decline its early fate. In like manner don't we obſerve it to be 

Mulre: ds the common Vote of Mankind , under the Apprehenſion of parting 
— from the preſent Acquiſition, to beg the kind fate to retreat one 
' ©. © moment longer, and not to be ſo abrupt as to hurry them off in a 
Maſſagets ſurpriſe? True, but may not the Order be inverted for once? What 
ome; 70 ſhall we think of one that has plung'd himſelf into the deep horror 
£m. exreſo; of Melancholly? Nothing ſeems ſo hateful to him, as the tedious 
o_ _ Ceremony of Life z fain would he be at liberty, glad of an oppor- 
bereni (us tunity to file off the thread, and even deſpairing that the lazy Clue 
tradit Ew- will never be unraveli'd to the bottom. Hence we find it to be the 
ſeb.L. 1.) Cuſtom of ſome Countreys, to pluck down the fair Fabrick before 
mor the day, and thereby to prevent the ruines of Old Age. And if 
«ci; Other hands were wanting in the enterprize, they thought it a cour- 
cane, tcous 
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teous at to imploy their own, rather than be tired out with the ſo- 
lemn addreſſes of decrepid Age. 

The Platoniſts approved of Self expedition in ſuch extreme Circum- 
ſtances as thele, and would not Stick to remove themſelves, if they 
could not the thing that interrupted their preſent beatizude,. The 
Stoicks, as little as they would own the ſenſe of miſery here, yet con- 
cluded Man was under no neceſſity of living in it. They were oft- 
times ready to adore that Pcovidential management of things; 
nemo invitus vivat, that no one was compell'd to ſuffer himſelf to be 
tortured on the Rack of Life; but there was a ſweet relief, which 
they imagined to ariſe from the quickneſs of Self-diſpatch, when no 
aſſiſtant beſides could be found to raiſe that cruel ſiege which had ſo 
long battered their patience. 

Socrates allowed it under the pangs of an incurable Diftemper. 
Others look'd upon a Precipice, or a River, as the Servitutis effugia. 
Shall we wait the dull Motions of lingring Fate, when theſe quick 
Inſtruments of Releaſe are ſo near at hand? Won't our Mother 
Earth, out of all her florid Gayeties, afford one kind draught to 
diſtreſſed Mortals ? We therefore find that Ancient Heroes would 
fain be ſo ſecure of a caſualty, as to be conſtantly provided of a 


Remedy, whatever ſhould happen. The Wife of Pheroras, in Foſeph. 4d incerts- 

de Bell. Jud. kept always a little Box by her, ſtuffed with ſuch a deſf- forrme 

perate Preparation, for fear of miſchances ſhe ſaid, {eb eufted 
Seneca breaks out into a female Commendation, and in equal Fame _ 

ſounds forth the Courage of Caro, and the Conſtancy of Lucretia, Liv. 

gilding over the generous attempt they made on themſelyes with the 

Preſervation of untainted Honour. * Tis uſual among the Chinenſes 

at this day, to contemn the frowns of Fo: tune, and refel them in this 

manner; and if there be any one to whom they bear a more than ordi- 

nary hate, they count it ſhame and revenge ſufficient to become their 

own Executioners at his very door. 
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Alas! wilt there not be ſome decent Allowances made for theſe 
rogged Contingences, which oft-times affront our Nature, and ſtop 
the free current of deſire? Will not our Caſe admit of ſome Com- 
miſeration amidſt rhoſe dark hazards to which we may be expoſed, 
when the atrabifſs ſo much prevails over us? Will it not be better for 
our quiet and ſecurity, to pafs into the ſweetneſs of Nothing,than to- 


remain a being torn and diſſipated with care and concernment ? 


The Hiſtorian tells us of Herod the Great, That in the very midſt Joſephs an 
of his Calamities, his dicomfirure by the Parthians, bis extremity #7: £ 24- 
of misfortune, he had this unwelcome Acceſſion to his former Tra- © 7: =» 

gedies, 


8 A Diſcourſe of Self. Murder. 


gedies, which almoſt went beyond him, that his Mother was well 
nigh cruſh'd to Death. by the milguidance of her Chariot, The terror 
of this Caſualty,for fear the Enemy too ſhould ſurpriſe him during the 
delay, ſo much wrought on him, that had not the Standers by pre- 
vented it, his Sword had finiſhed that Miſery and Life, both ar once, 
which ſo thwart an Accident ſeem'd to betray. 

© Shall we not allow ſomething for the dear regards of a tender 
Mother, when her Child is raviſhed from her Embraces ; when ſhe 
has been all the while recounting the toils of travel, her fears, and 
her watchings, her cares in guarding the helpleſs Plant ; her felt- 
touches in the Infant-dolours; her ſighing now, and ſinging to him 
then, and prompting him onward in the ſtammering Eloquence of 
Nature. And yet after all, to have the hopeful Sprout cropt off by 
a violent Hand; to have the dear Off- ſpring with bloody Hands 
maſſacred before her Eyes, (as was the caſe of Alexandra in reference 
' to the beautiful Ariſtobulus) who can ſtem the tide of foaming Paſli- 
on? How could ſhe refrain almoſt breaking through the Conftines of 
Nature, to ſee her ſelf thus bereaved ? 

Again further, When a Man ſhall be even ſtung to Death wi 
the horrid Reflections of ſome dark Enterpriſe, where Deſpair an 
Reſolution have been the Van-Couriers of Action, and can-no lon. 

Joſeph. de ger endure to be laſht by that auſtere Nemeſis within, as the Hiſto. 

Jua. 1. 1. rian relates of a Robber, who for fear of diſcovery firſt Murdered 

*.12- All his Relations, and then concluded the bloody Scene with himſelf; 

mult not we remit ſomethipg for the unmerciful Inyaſion of ſuth ſud- 

den Terrors as theſe? | < 

So again, When Men are under the diſmal Notices of ſore Ty- 

rannick Rage, which they would glaCly avoid, and are begging the 

courteous Retirement of any ſolitary Grot to conceal tiien till the 

Norm is over. As in the caſe of Phaſelus, who dreading the Tyran- 

py of Antigenus, chuſed rather to daſh himfſclf in Liberty, than to fall | 

under the diſhonours of au impri oned Life, What can we imagine 

here ? This is what the Hiſtorian is pleaſed to call the preferring an 

honourable Death, before the baſe Reproaches of an ignomimous 

Life, But then he ſeems to lenſe it in this manner, when admiring 

Toſeph. nt him for bis Valoug, concludes for his Hononr, that "twas as great as ' 
15, Couldbe imagined inſuch a deſperate Caſe. | : C 

- To ſum vp. this Hypotheſis; Who can. ſpan the Dimenſions of ano- 

ther Man's thought? Or, what extraordinary Propoſals might a | 

Man make to himſelf ia ſuch an adventure? He migit be buoyed up | 

for ought we know, with thele gallant Speculations, not far different + 


from ' 


Joſeph. Ant 
L. 15.c.3 
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from that of an Aſpiring Cleombrorus, who had not the patience to 

wait any longer, and to be detain'd in ſo tedious a Coneſe ;, but ba- 

ving got ſome conjectural Knowledg of the inviſible Abode, preſent» 

ly made his flight cowards it, If you will credit the forenam'd Hi. 

ſtorian, he ſays, *T was uſual with the Profeſſors of Wiſdom am 

the Indians, after ſo many years Proficiency, to commit theniſelyes to 

the Flames. Their Character is that of juſt Men; and tho te” 

ſaid to tolerate this Life for a certain ſeaſon, as a neceſſary of 
Natvore, tho much againſt their Inclination*; yet do they haſten, 

tho not urged to it by any Calamity, to unfetter themſelves of the 

Bonds of Mortality, only out of a pure deſire of immortal Freedom. 

And here, which we may moſt of all admire, when they made 

known their aim, none ſtrived to divert, or diſſwade them from 

it, but rather in reſpet to their good Fortune, did falute them 

a happy farewell with abundance of Commendations to their de- 

parted Friends. And thus with the greateſt Applauſe imaginable, 5eſep6. de 
eſteeming it a kind of Purification, they greedily leapt into the =_ u_ 
Fire. + J. 6. 23. 


SECT. IV. 
The preſent Caſe unravell'd, and gradually ſolved. 


A* D now after all that hath been ſaid hitherto, 1 fear *cwill be 
found, that Men of this Temper have been fogeriog thoſe 
Bolts which are too weighty for mortal Arm to brandiſh. I much 
doubt *will appear after ſtrifter ſearch , that it belongs to noge to 
ſhoot off the Arrows of Life,but he who firſt fram'd the Quiver 3 and 
that whoever makes the attempt before, will be found moving with- 
out his Sphere, and medling with that Prerogative which is the ſole 
Property of ſome Diviner Power. 

'Tis the ſaying of the Moraliſt, That three things are intire to Pl. 
an immortal Strength, at which no Man durſt offer, # oxi#exv, 4 ai- 
exuver, & Telaimey, tO which we may add, s ler yz and from hence 
gather what a dangerous Uſurpation *cis for any one to be tampeci 
in the ſacred Buſineſs of Life ; and what a hard Cenſure does he in- 
cur, <qual to the po in which he has involved himſelf, What 
unhandiome Meaſure has he dealt to himſelf, in diſordering thoſe 
precious Sands, which none but an inviſible Hand can ſhake? Or ia 
a waſtful Effuſion of thoſe golden Drops, which *cis fir for none to 
pour out, but he who firſt raiſed _” — it ſelf. Indeed it can'c 
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be denied, but there are many inſtances given of thoſe that- have 
been their own Extinguiſhers; ſome haye expired in Anguiſh, others 
in Peevifkneſs and Diſcontent; others out of a fond Opinion of 
Glory; and therefore have proceeded as Religiouſly herein, as if 
they were about to do their Sacrifice. Yi. Donne 10 his Bader, p. 29, 
which that unhappy Author at another place is pleaſed to call 
a deyout Violence; and as if he attempted with all the ſtrength 
of Argument, that a Subjeft of that Nature is capable of, 
to encourage Selt-homicide; he ſtiles it the ſweetneſs of Dying, 
And further, to ſet it forth in all its Solemnity , eſpecially at 
the Funerals of departed Friends , he proves from Heathen-In- 
ſtances, how natural 'twas for thoſe times to affect a ſelt-violent 
Diſpatch. 

Bat of all the Inducements whereby Men may be driven on ſuch 
a fatal hazard, deep Mclancholly is a thing of a very odd Com- 
plexion, and which looks oftentimes this way. But then, without 
all doubt, is an Error juſtly cenſurable for any Man to let it ope- 
rate to that degree. And tho a Man were as diſordered in his mind, 
as Therſies was in his Body, yet there are unqueſtionably ſuch meatis 
to be uſed, as will in ſome meaſure reſtore him to a regular frame. 
And ſeeing a bodily Diſpoſition has fo much influence on the Mind, 
thoſe nable Counſellors to Nature, that are daily ſeen to. heal the 
one , may in ſome remoter ſenfe be ſaid to cure the languors of the 
other. Now, what ſhould poſſeſs Men under ſuch untoward Alie- 
nations to accelerate th:ir deſtiny, and to bid haſty Arropss execure 
her unkind Office, whilft rhe more ative Siſter is buſily imployed 
in drawing out the flender Thread, is hard to conceive ; tho as the 
common Obſervation of melancholly Men is, which ſeems a Pacra- 
dox at firſt ſight, Zeſi mortem timent, tamen plerumque fibi ipſis mortem 


» conciſcunt. Which kind of awkward Expedition, Burton in his Anars 


of Mel. calls the Miſery of all Miſeries. And the ſame he obſerves too 
to be frequent and familiar to Men under the Convultions of ſo 
toathſome a Diſtemper. A Diſtemper that may be called,as the fore- 
mentioned Author notes, Hominum Carnificina ;, and 1t there be a 
Hell upon Earth, *cis cettainly within the Center of a melancholly 
Mind. | can't but think , a Man in this Cafe beyond a common 
Prometheus, in whoſe Bowels ſwarms of Vultures lodge themſelves, 
and a whoke herd of Scorpions contineally revel within; and here 
all his future Sorrow 1s w_ to his preſent Miſconceptions. In 
Cipitating his end, he fondly imagines, that he is paſling to a 

e of Eafe. He counts all unplealantnefs in his prefent Condi. 
tion, 
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tion , all Griefs and Diſcontents will be bnried in the black 
Euripus of this Self-contrivance. Therefore the uſual Inſtances in 
which Men ſhift themſclyes on this odd kind of Tryal, are deter- 
mined to be Sorrow, Fury, Fear, Deſpair, ſome internal Anguiſh 
and Remorſe; which make them eſteem the Halter of Timor, or the 
Dagger of Lucretsa,their beſt Aſilum. And thereupon are ready to kiſs 
tne Executioner, and to bleſs the Sacred Engine that appears for their 
Deliverance. T heir Life is a burthen, they curſe their Enemies, and 
murmur at their Friends ; ſcarce any Application that can ſatisfy, or 
calm the buſy Terror, | 

Hell and Confuſion ! In the day-time, how do ſome dire preſages 
(on which they are moſt intent, even when they would not be) 'of 
Shame, and Anguiſh, ſcare and appale the fainting Geni! ln the 
night-time, when they would fain repoſe, being gazed on by the 
broken Images of Sleep; how do the bold Ideas, as ſoon as gentle 
Morpheus bas cloſed the tender Lid, and. given a ſoft rem of Slum- 
ber, obtrude themſelves, aud triumph on the Stage of Fancy ? How 
do the Vaults ſeem filPd with unuſual Screams, thin Sounds, hollow 
and diſmal Groans, and juſt flaſhing ope the Lid, ſhall catch at the 
trembling Eccho ? Where could the Party in this Caſe ſhift himſelf 
for eaſe, and court releaſe in any fed Whither could he fly to 
be reconciled to himſelf? To ſome caved Mountain, and there 
the yielding Roof to redouble his moans; to ſome ſoft Stream, and 
there intreat the buſy Noiſe to- divulge his concern, and chant 
forth his Sorrow as it goes to the pitying Conſort of the Air. And 
now the critical Moment draws on; in this ebb of Extremity, the 
fcightful Shade puts on a pleaſing Vizard, and appears-to-him ſub 
wmbra bons: And then he chides him for- driving on the uh 
day in fo tedious a manner, and would. fain have the Sun to ſet 
at Noon ; then *cis, that he ſeems to invite and embrace the joyful 
Shade with all the chear imaginable. Sic fic juvant we ſub nmbras. 
No ObjeCtions will work on him, ſo furiouſly bent is he, He 
drives on purpoſely to overthrow the Chariot, and cares not how 
the World be ſcorched , ſo he becomes a | Phaeton to himſelf, and 
lies cruſt'd in the ſilent downfal. | To what a ſtrang maxe is he dri- 
ven! His caſe is hardly reaſonable, ( as one excellently argues ) 
and therefore cannot fall under any certain Rules and Directions, 
For they that are under the Power of Melancholly, are ſeldom 
fie to take that Counſel, which alone is fit to be given them, and 
that is, not to believe themſelves concerning themſelves , but to 
truſt the Judgment of others, rather-than their own Apprehenſions. 
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Dy.Tillot. In other Caſes, the ſame Author avers , Every Man knows himſelf 


Vol, 2+ 


beſt, but a Melancholly Man is moſt in the dark as to himſelf. The 
cauſe of his trouble is yery much tobe pitied, but hard to be removed; 
unleſs by chance one may happen to ſomeerhat that may hit his 
humour, and ſatisfy him for the : but reaſon muſt needs ſig» 
niſy very little to thoſe Perſons, the Nature of whoſe Diſtemper is 
to turn every thing that can be ſpoken for their comfort, into Objetti- 
ons againſt themſelyes. 

A ſtrange Eclipſe indeed, and a direfu} Concluſion muſt needs 
attend, when Men will be ſo induſtrious in oppoſing their own Tran- 
quility ! when they had rather take ſpeedy Shelter in the horrors of 
Night , than to- wait the Glances of a more pleaſant Day, which 
may dawn on them, if they will but acquieſce till the Storm is over, 
and with calm leiſure expect the departing Conrfe of fo threatning 
a Tide. But alas, they mind nothing more than a preſent diſpatch, 
and all reaſonable Suggeſtions are loſt in the falſe Conception of 
fome calmer Seaſon of their own Contrivance. And thereupon 
with greedy guſt they devour the luſcious Poppy; and out of a 
—_ thought to obtain, do furiouſly throw themfelyes on the 
hazard. 

Certainly there can be no aſſurance z and hew men in this dark 
Interval can be viſited with the ſweet gales of hope, is hard to ima» 
gine. There may be ſome buſie yapour (and we may gueſs from 
whence "tis exhaled) that may come and pretend to fan on the ſpi- 
rits 3 but in the end, it proves to be nothing but the filthy ſteamings 
of ſome hideous fume within. And therefore 'tis a nice thought that 
of Sir The, Moor in his Utopia, where ſpeaking of a voluntary death, 
in caſe life it ſelf prove troubleſome, he ſays that a man may dif- 
patch himſelf, bona ſpe fretw ;, averba vita velut 4 carcere ſe eximat-. 
But I wonld fain know, whether a man ſhould not incur the cenſure 
of the place, if he knocks off his ſhackles, and breaks priſon againſt 
the conſent of the Magiſtrate, 

One of the moſt renowned among the Ancients undentakes to de- 
fend a voluntary. death no further than tis conſiſtent with a good 
Cauſe. If a man upon the ſcore of a publick adventure ruſhes into 
eminent danger (as in the doubtful circumſtance of War) all the 
dark thoughts of death are ſhadowed over, cis ſuppoſed on the ac- 
count of preſent magnanimity z, and ſo there can be no ſuch thing as 
wilful murder, if a man drops in the attempt. If a Sampſon in re- 

te- ethers ſhall ſhake the Pillars of the World, and pull the 
Globe about kis cars, the end 'upon an extraordinary: account may 


ſomewhat. 
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ſomewhat alleviate the undertaking. But here is the difference, when 
a man is under no fuch temptation, and has nothing off:red him as a 
recompence of ſome generous exploit; when a man ſhall leiforely, 
and Rtudiouſly contrive his end, and in ſpight of all perſwaſion throw 
himſelf on the dangerous precipice of iclf-murder; this is hardly to 
be excuſed, 

In all Hiſtory you may ſcarce meet with ſuch another inſtance, as 
that of Pomponin« Articxs, Tully's dear friend, a moſt yertnous re- 
nowned Senator, who lying a long time incurably fick, as he ſuppo- 
ſed, thought it more expedient to die, than any longer to live in 
torment. And thereupon entted on a voluntary famine, and being 
not moved with all the importunities of his weeping friends, Que 
oſcnlames chſecrarent ne id, quod natura cogeret , ipſe acceleraret , with 
a fetled retolution, intreated that they would rather approve of his 

intent, than in any wiſe dehort him from it. And being con- 

ant, or at leaſt obſtinate till the laſt, he ſoon diſmiſſed the famithed. 
Ghoſt : Preeeſque dorum taciturna ſua obſtinatione depreſſi. 

Conſonant to this we may eaſily ſhape an anſwer co the queſfion 


r3 


that was once put by an old Comedian, Whether he that gives an Place. 


Alms toa Beggar does il}, as knowing at the ſame time, that he does 
what only tends to an adjournment of his mifery. Which Suppoſiti- 


on,two of the Ancients,as I am informed, have taken pains to con. Z#-n::, 


fote, and branded with the odinm of a deteſtable opinion. And no 
man,l think, need torture himſelf with the thonghe of ſome inextri. 
cable difficulty, either in this, or other caſes of this nature, eſpeci. 
ally when he comes to confider upon what foundation he is to reſt on; 
and that he is not to crouch to a Stoical Paradox, or to pay a blind 
obedience to any Pagan Poſitron, as if he were in defiance of thoſe 
noble, and more refined Principles, which are ſo farpaſſing, and'fat 
beyond the weak refleCtions of that unſound Philoſophy, That for 
the ſake of ſome future good a man may commit a preſent evil. They 
that are to be ſwayed in a different manner from this, and have a 
more fetled bafis ro relye on, will not think it reaſonable ro-move in 
fo irregular a manner, or ro have the ſway of their a(tions carried: 
on by the weight of tuch an unfair bias. 

As for inſtance, He that will fo far ſer his hand'to the Seal of Na- 
tare, as to pay a willing obedience to theſe refined diates of rea- 
fon, will not change his Sentiments z and being as 'ewere timorous of 
his Security, as he will diſtruſt the Principle, ſo he will fear the Pta. 
Ciſe of Self-deſtruRion in order to future preſervation. He will be 
in doubt what kind of Invaſion will follow, when he has thas broken 
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up the fence of Nature, and expoſed himſelf to ſuch a violent 1In- 
road. Further, he that thinks himſelf obliges :y this Naturalty, to 
render to each particular perſon, as he expect: to be dealt with him- 
ſelf, will vpon this conſideration, That no perſon can be nearer to 
him, than he is to himſelf, be forced to ſuſpect how he ſhall be re- 
ited, in caſe he ſhould miſ-uſe himſelf at preſent in hope of ſome 
uture advantage that ſhall accrue thereby. For he has a greater 
reaſon to fear, than one who lately ſetting aſide common honeſty 
has to dread of having returned on himſelf what afore he fo injuri- 
ouſly offered to another. And if a man cauc do himfelt Juſtice, we 
can hardly think him in a poſſibility of doing that to another which 
he is not capable of performing to himſelf. It he is out of loye with 
himſelf, we can hardly think him in charity with the reſt of mankind, 
ui ſibi nequem, cui bonus ? If a man be naught for himſelf, "tis much 
to be ſuſpetted , he will be hardly good for any body elſe. If to love 
others, as L love my ſelf, be now the grand preſcript a foot; and if 
the love to my friend be thought fit by the greateſt Artiſt to be co- 
pied from this fair original my ſelf; if I abandon ſelf-affeAtion, and 
have no charity at home, how ſhall I do to exerciſe it abroad, and 
be to others what I am not to my ſelf. 

Again further, I have two or three things more to offer. He that 
deſtroys himſelf, beſides burſting aſunder all the bonds of nature, he 
quite ſubverts the end of his being created z which is to live decent» 
ly under Government, and to pay that honour and ſubmiſſion which 
is due to reſpetive Authority, without which the preſent Pavement 
on which we tread, would look like blood and confuſion, and become 
a meer wild and ſanguinary deſert, Now if you regard the Magiſtra- 
tick Power in a Kingdom, he that ſhall thus diſpoſe of himſelt,muſt 
needs be look'd on as a horrid Uſurper, and fit to be cenſured as an 
Aſſaſline upon this account, Becaule he invades that Power, which 
none but the Supreme Magiſtrate, or his D:legate, is invelted withal. 

I have heard ſome ſay (and again I am informed Caſuiſts are not 
poſitive about it.) that a condemned Criminal may, and muſt deſtroy 
bimſelf in obedience to the Magiſtrates command, 1'le cenſure the 
thing, but I am cautious of medling with the Authority z and ſhall 
only ſay this, That the more moderate fort of Heathens would never 
allow that an cffender, if death were the caſe, ſhould execute the 
ſentence on himſelf; as well knowing that "twas a dividing him from 
that natural Right which obliged every man to preſerve himſelf in 
being, as long as poſſibly he could. 

2, If you regard the Supremeſt Power over all the Kingdoms of 


the 
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the world, we had need invent names beyond Rebellion, Ulſurpati- 
on,and Diſobedience, to paint the Self.murderer in his proper Co- 
lours. He is a Rebel to the Grand Author of his Being,,, whom wa . 
muſt ſuppoſe to be the Rector of the Uaiverſe, and by virtue of the - 
ſame,challenges a Pcopriety over his Subj:&ts, which none durſt y- 
ſurp,or meddle with. Every one almolt muſt needs imagine, that bc- 
twixt him and the whole Syſteme of Rationals, there 1s ſome ſecret 
Law or Obligation , as the reſulc of that conſtant Communion, and 
entercourſe that is betwixt them. Nay, we may not ſuppoſe of this 
great Author himſelf, that he is ſo unlimited ia his Legiſlative Au- 
thority, as to aCt above the reſtraints of a Law z neither may we 
ſay that he is abſolutely determined to act by a Law ; but this we 
may rathec conclude with ſafety, that the rules whereby he goyerns 
the world,are rather the Sacred Decrees of ſome Diviner Reaſon, 
than the arbitrary productions of an abſolute will, 

Now as all Rationals are bound by that Law which is mingled as 
were with their very frame, and ſeated in the Immortal Nature, to 
render to this Univerſal Governour the conſtant tribute of theis. 
lives, which ſeems to be due upon the very nature of the thing, 
were there no extrinlick injunction, and to endeavour all the ways 
they can to diſplay,and blazon the Glories of cheir Ocigtaal ; ſo are 
they to do it in that manner he has deſigned, and in which he has de» 
clared to accept it. Well then, ſuppoſe a perſon that pretends to 
never ſo great fidelity and ſubj:ftion, and in making Proteſtations . 
bow faithful he will be in ſerving this great Pcince at a more exalced 
Poſt, ſhall thereupon break through the confiaes of the body,hopiog 
to obtain his end z or ſhall, as ia the difftereat caſe of fome hereto» 
fore, provoke his execution, being as *cwere elated with the Glories 
of an affefted Martyrdom ; I am afraid, as rhe latter will be argu» 
ed of a fond raſhneſs, ſo the former will be look'd on as a bold ln + 
truder, and may be cenfured as a Rebel,to throng thus into the pre- 
ſence of Majeſty before he is called for. 

*Tis much to be doubted whether he will not be treated in a, ; 
rough manner for quitting his preſent ſtation ſo ughandſomely z and Ex? 
whether he can bethink himſelf of aay other reward beſides that of a 7" +5 
deſerter. Whoever aCts thus indiſcreetly, can by no means -warrang ©11%421- 
his future ſecurity. Unthinking wretch ! whoever thou art, to re. #5 AvTe- 
gard thy Being at no better rate, and tothrow ig away in a manner 99-14. 
as uncertain, as *cis worthleſs. If as that Divine Canon affures us, AP- Can. 
ſelf-murderers are direCt enemies tothe work of Nature, what fatis- ,oobwngne 
faction can they make, , who have been razing ſo noble a Pile? Ab, -_ = 

| fenſe. x 
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ſenſeleſs mortal ! Art thou fitter to determine the periods of time, 
than that extenſive Providence which was awake from everlaſting,and 
had a vaſt number of Poſſibilities, ſtored up in his owa unfathom- 
able thought, and might as well have ſent thee forth the Sample of 
ſome ill-ſhapen Idea, as have ſet on thee the kinder Impreſs of the 
Rational Species ? Art thou wiſer than an lofinite Contriver, and 
more $kilful in fixing the Boundaries of Life, than that unerring 
hand, which drew tie ſeveral lineaments of being, ere they appear- 
ed in the curious propottion we now behold them. 

Again 3ly, Suppoſe a man had no regard to a temporal reſtraint, 
and would nut think fic to be ſwayed by any preſent Authority, is 
there not ſomething within him, that ſhovld prompt him to his fu- 
ture happineſs ? {s there not in man what's diſtin& from the maſſie 
part, and with whoſe irreſiſtible ſuggeſtion he muſt needs comply, 
_— at firſt ſight he ſeems never ſo loath and unwilling ? Reaſon 
it ſelf, whatever becomes of the reſt, ſhould be all for ſecuring the bet- 
cer part. She is often ſeen to beg, and prevail. One common noti- 
on the dying remain of diſtorted Natute, one would think ſhould 
be enough to win, and ſoften to ſome compliance. 

That a Creature furniſhed with an Immortal mind ſhould a the 
part of a Tyrant againſt himſelf to that degree, as to courle the Sa- 
cred Game through all the Mazes of ſo bloody a Scene. Infamous, 
and baſe, beyond repair ! It can hardly be refleted on without fain- 
ting in the Imagination, and the being bewildred in the Mzander of 
ſo datk a thought. A crime ſo black and dangerous, that the very 
Heathens have aſcribed to it the horrors of a deeper Hell than ordi- 
nary; The Poet reckoning up the ſeveral apartments belonging to 
- = pa Vault,puts the Self-murderer to inhabit the yondermoſt 
of all. 

Proxima deinde tenent maſts loca qui ſibs Lethum 
Trſontes peperere manu.— rg, 


And in a feign'd deſcent brings in one going down thither, and 
hearing this ſorrowful Crew bemoaning their haſty farewel in dif: 
ral accent, and begging to regain their former liberty , though it 

all the hardſhip and miſery the #thereal 
world could afford. 


wx Quam vellent «there in alto. 
Nunc & pauperiemy & dures perferre labores. 
Truly | 
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Truly a man might haye well (pared the caſe far the ſake of the 
Jewel He might bave been tendes pf the Chryſtal in regazd of the 
recioug Diamang inclaſed in if, 1F | recite. to you the Seatiments 
F the wiſer Heathens capcer the Soul, 'cis enough ta amaze 2 
man to find how chin yp nr are of it, And the Sons of 
Reaſgo, who are ſtruck with the Diviae Ferula , and do ſparkle a- 
midſt the brighter kinglings of che Celeſtial fice ſhauld be mare cul- 
ble than thoſe Bruce Animals who are anly (wayed by the fury of 
heir own loſtinft. l 


w— Indylſu communis condetor ills, 
Tanium Animas, nobis Aniayun Guoque nm—— 


That thoſe wild lrrationals, who are ſeen ia their calmer later- 
yals to chant and w/o in the merry Paſture, ſhould enjoy more 
pleaſant hours than ſame that are of the wiſer race , and have both 
Jadgment to contrive, and leiſure to enjoy. That they who ſhould 
flouriſh, and ſpread themſelves into all the fair, and goodly branches 
of Love and Amity z under whoſe ſoft ſhadow the Immortal mind 
might gladly ncqujelcy, ſhould be ſo ſuddenly blaſted with the fright- 
ful ſtreams of Lightning from within , and paſs into a frown beyond 
the Brutal nature. That they ſhould grunt away their time in diſcon- 
tent, and live like that groveling herd, who ſnuff up, and deyour 
the rs poorngp ever looking up to the Tree from whence it drops. 
Certainly thele are they that baniſh reaſon, and will by ag megns 
pay reverence to the Ragical Principles withia Thaw WAR which, 
Plato tells us,no man can attaia true happineſs and contentment, 5. e» 
unleſs he be careful to walk in the ſteps of right Reaſon. 
braver Se. laſomuch,'cis got poſhible for a man to deſtroy him 
without drawing on him almoſt the guilt of Deicide; as I may ſpeak. 
Both the Stoicks and Platoniſts ia a high ſtrain of the Soul's Nobility 
call it a particle of the Divine Nature, wlezs # wiaG@- 74 947, Others, 
"Aus wie, x, Ywmomiouem. They ſpake of it as if they faw the Im- 
prels of the Immortal Godhead on.it. And fo indeed they might, 

ni 


What Seatimeats of ſome Noble thing reſidiog/ in them had he Te 7m 


which 1 reckon to be the beſt way to: ſolve  theſs extrav3 
thoughts. For the Grand Architet in raiſing theſe Noble Fabtricks, 
may leaye.on them the impreſſions, but not the'particles of himſelf. 
And "tis beyond the cenſure of Mctaphyſicks, to imagin how the 
Creator ſhould wngredi Efſentiam Creature. As we can't ſuppoſe the 


veflel, which is the ſubj*& of his Power, to be any part of the 
Potters eſſence. D Others 
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Others call'd it, ovy4ris 24g 3 which in its deſcent to the *Arryes,. 
Or erhAavoy, 25 they called the body, and there refiding a while, be- 
came differently impreſſed, and modified according to the Idola Spe- 
cus. And whence may we imagin does all that trembling and conſter- 
nation proceed, but from the foulneſs of that diſmal cavern within ? 
Agreeable to which the Ene has excellently ftated the caſe, that all 
perturbations of the mind ariſe not properly from an outward , but 
an. inward cauſe, And that all grief and moleſtation fprings from the 
womb of ſelf-imagination : And happy is that man that has no un- 
couth apprehenſions to rifle his tranquility ; ſo well cntertain'd at 
home, as to find no frowa, noſowre look from the ghaſtly Mormo 
of his own-corrupted fancy. 

But beyond all,in reference to the Deity and ſublimity of the ſoul, 
to he admired is that of Senecs, who would allow it no lefs title 
than that of a God condeſcending to reſide within a mortal frame, 
uid alind vocas Animam, quam Deum in humano corpore hofÞitantem. 
And what apprehenſions ought every man to be under, when he 
calmly refle&s wiat a noble Gueſt he conſtantly entertains within 
him ? He could not think it proper, one would imagin, to ſtorm that 
habitation by. violence, where ſo great a Being is pleaſed for ſome 


time to lodg himſelf. 
© f wg i 

The preſent Caſe ſumm'd up,nith the Opinion of Joſephus aud 
Saint Auſtin. 


A Man cannot: be his own diſpatcher without-hreaking the Laws 
borh of Nature and Reaſon, and oppoſing that Erernal Law, 
of which the former is-an exa&t 1 ranſcript. And we can't but refolye 
Self-murder into that kind of malwn non prohibitums, which is certain- 
Iy an evil-in the order of-nature before the prohibition of it. Some - 
of. the Divine Statutes we find are delivered in a fair Compendium, 

without any amplification at all, having an injunion which looks 
like the brevity of an Emperor , with no more than, Thou ſhalt not. 
Qthers are recommended in a larger expoſition z beeauſe, it may be, 
they are clothed with ſuch circumſtances as natural light will hardly 
diſcover. Now for.Self-murder, bad all been filent about it, had there 
been no poſitive Laws to fence mankind againſt the hazards of ſuch a 
{eaceleſs undertaking , there would hays been caough in the bras 
of. 
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of men to convince them of the unreaſonableneſs of it. *Tis repor- 
ted of Solon, as wile a Law-maker as he was-, he EnaCted no Penal 
Statute againſt ſuch as ſhould murder their Parents; and his reaſon 
was, he thought none would be fo deſperately inhumane as to at- 
tempt it. And in this, the Orator commends his prudence; for fear 
the very mention of ſuch a villany, as yet unknown, ſhould be an oc- 
cafion to put men upon the praQtice of it, Sapienter fecifſe dicitur, cum 
de co nihil ſanxerit, quod antea commiſſum non erat, ne non tam prohnbere, 
quam admonere videretwr. Cic. | . Sa 

And we may well hint at the reaſon, why there isno ſach prohibi- 
tion as this in terms, Thou ſhale not kill thy ſelf, becauſe *tis not 
ſuppoſed that any one would be ſo abſurd as to make the trial, and 
put himſelf upon the guilt of that which is ſo intimately and una- 
voidably evil, that it cannot almoſt but be forbidden , were the Su- 
premeſt Legiſlator , and all other Subordinate Authorities in the 
world beſides, abſolutely filent about it, There is no inſtance, no 
ſtate whatever can juſtihe ſuch an attempt. There is no manner of 
precedent,though of never ſo Divine a ſtamp ,*that can in any wiſe 
abett the Legality of it. And though there be ſsme extraordinary 
caſes, which however do look of a dangerous complexicn, yet there 
is nothing left imitable for us, unleſs the Morality, if we can find 
any, wrapt up in them , there is nothing in the world cari legitimate 
that ation, which in its own nature is eternally and intrifiletaly evil. 
For a Sea-Commander to evade the terror of the Victor; andYo ſhun 
the {lavery of the vanquiſhed, to ſink himſelf forthwith, 'and' to 
hurry his ſhattered veſſc] with all the fainting crew into that inſatia- 
ble Gulf, is we muſt confeſs a deſperate, but not a generous exploit : 
And we way be ſo far from juſtifying, that we have little elfe to do 
beſides lamenting their deplorable ſtare, 

Thoſe braver Romans, luch as Cato Uricenſie, &c. that durſt be 
ſeverely honeſt ina moſt licentious age, and were propoſed as great 
Exenplars of virtue and integrity in other things , cannot be excu- 


ted in this, To break their confinement through an unnatural viola- 


tion, they cannot but be argued both of weakneſs and imprudence 
at once. And what theſe little Heroes did in paſſion and regret, muſt 
not be thoughtto be a Standard' for any ſucceeding people to att by. 
For all that ever departed this way,muſt be cenſured either of a fond 
impatience, or an ambition which will hardly be vindicated. And 
who will fo far venture on the miſcarriage as to expoſe himſelf tothe 
Imitation of ſuch wild exorbitancies as theſe, nct fic to le medlee 
with by one, that will wait the reſults of common loſti.:&, and 
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frame his temper according to the regular products of the Natural 
Law ; for a man to ſhift himſelf in this manner,is certainly no argu- 
ment of yalour. Will yo count him a man of bravery and executi- 
on, that firſt makes the direful expzriment on himfelf ? Will you nox 
rather brand him for a Coward,and adjudg his undertaking much 
like the running from an enemy , when he is ſeen to ſneak out of the 
world, for fear of the weak attacks of ſome preſent calamity in it ? 
*Tis far from being conſiſtent with the fulneſs, and magnanimity of 
the reaſonable compoſition, Man of all Creatures ought to be moſt 
watchful, and prudent in what doth more immediately concern his 
preſeryation; for he is furniſhed as *twere with a double life, a Na- 
tural, and a Spiritual one ; aud upon the miſcarriage of the one-de- 
pends the miſery of the other. And indeed by how much the more 


Sys Lifes excellent he may be, if he be ſaved, ſo much the more miſerable ſhall 


Preſerva- 
uve. 


he be, if be periſh. The meaſures of his care ought then to be ta- 
ken from the weightineſs of his adventure. And indeed, it muſt needs 
argue ſuch a littlenefs of ſpirit for any one to = this preſenc life, 
out of an zpprehenſion of ſome threatning difficulties that may at- 
tend it, that it can ſcarce he imagined ever common Reafon ſhould 
be forced under ſuch an ungrateful circumſtance. *Tis an argument, 
Tbat that man has little or no meaſure of things, when we ſee him 
raging and racking himſelf nnder the preſſures of a broken fortune, 
and every moment ready to become his own Aſlaſſine. Too viſible a 
manifeſtation here is of his horrid diſtruſting that unknown power, 
who can ſoon change the tide, and buoy up his ſinking ſtate, though 
languiſhing away to never ſo low an ebb, and with new ſupplies can 
recruit his neceſlities,out of the two inexhauſtible Exchequers,Clouds 
and Providence. 

*Tis for wank of true Valuing what we have, tho never (o little, 
that we are impatient at what we have noty and we are always ' 
gaping after the ſhowers of Plenty, without ever minding the ſweeg 
and gentle Drops that do continually diffuſe themſelves on us. A 
bard Caſe indeed, That the common Favours of Life ſhould like 
Rain and Sun-ſhine appear to us cheap bleſlings, for which we ſcarce 
adore- the inviſible Bounty ,, becauſe we daily enjoy 'them. And 
then things thwarting with our Fempers, and interfering with our 
preſent Inclinations, and every change of Fortune becoming uneaſy 
to vs, becauſe we are ſo to our ſelyesz. down at length we fit ſhud- 
— in cold fits of Phlegm and Melancholly, and dye we muſt out 
af hand. 
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Proud drops that we are, never fatisfied till we are Oceans. We 
talk much of being Poor, but I reckon none are really ſo, except the 
wealthieſt of Men robb'd of the the genuine Treaſure of a virtnous 
contented Mind, the only thing that denomimates a Man rich. 
Alas! we are generally quite miſtaken in the notion of Riches; a 
greedy inſatiable Miſcr is ſo far from being a rich Man, that you 
can make no more of him then a poor hungry Slave amidſt all his 
Enjoyments. *Twas cuſtomary with the Jews of old in repreſenting 
and ridiculing a covetous Wretch, for a Company of them to march 
about, each with his Basket in his hand, aRing the part of Beggers, 
and withal mentioning the Perſon whom they were minded to deride, 
(as in the Caſe of Grſſizs Florus, Foſ. Bell. Jud. |. 2.) whereby they 
ſignified to the World, that ſuch a Perſon was as miſerable as the 
Beggar that had nothing. And if I add ten times more, | think 


| may have have thoſe of my fide:to ſay, 1do noterr im the Compu- 


tation. 
But not to run too far into 'this moſt neceflary Digreſſion. 

poſe Mens 'circuſtances were ſomething narrow, and their preſens 
Fortunes were circumſcribed with a cloſer preſſure then ordinary ; 
Poverty, they ſay, is like a Girdle, who tho it may for a time pinch 
the Body with an uneafy Tin&ure, yet "twill keep the Garments 
from falling into loofneſs and diſorder. There is a fort of Genero- 
fity that is capable of being heightened, and improved by Calamity, 
which by a patient Toleration will in time paſs into an invincible 
fortitude, Look into the humble Cell , where you may ſee noble 
Poverty and Content ſtand hand in hand, and joyfully falnting all 


that will enter; where lives one as gay and cheary, as free and un-- 


confin'd, as the very Air in which he breathes. Here is one that re- 
tires into the ſweetneſs of himſelf, and ſcorns what can'threaten his 
Content. He-can ſmile at yonder Cloud that's ready to launch in 
Thunder and Storm; He can deride the ſullen Artacks of a-viler 
State. Look how unbroken is his Sleep, how ſerene his Breaſt, 
= bright his Day, and glorious as the breaking Ef. But to pro- 
ceed. 

If Diſcontent be the common Incentive, why Men are provoked 
to commit that Barbarity on themſelyes, which even Nature abhors, 
then there can be no Apology for it. For tis a Deformity of our 
own makings: *tis a Brat of our own helliſh-Darkneſs, and ſo crnel 
an Off-ipring that 'twill devour the very Parent that nury'd it. For 
1 am apt to think that the greateſt Hell is of our own creating 3. and 
that this. dark. State cannot ſo well be defiad by any thing withour, 
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as by fomething within us. And 'cis as great a Torment as can be 
thought on, to be ſtung by thoſe fiery Snakes that are bred within the 
Cayerns of a foul Mind. And further, | make no queltion, thoſe 
ſtreams of Brimſtone, ordered for the damned hereaiter, are rather 
the Exudations of their own corrupt Nature, than any thing elſe; 
and they may ſuffer a greater Torture from themtelyes, than from 
any thing that can be externally offered, Hence "cis, that many are 
ſo loath, in ſeſe deſcendere: Nemo the Poet concludes; only for 
fear of being poyſoned with thole impure Stcams that do reak from 
the black Gulf of themlelves. 

Out of this fuming fit ariſeth all manner of trembling and deſpair, 
and like thoſe clammy Vapours ſpringing from the earthy Globe, 
whoſe weight not permitting them to rite to any conſiderable height, 
do ſpread themſelves about the Circumference of that Body, where 
they were firſt generated, and do continually peſter it with Thunder 
and Tempeſt. Now, 'tis only when we ſtrive tocleanſe and garniſh 
thoſe Caves ; 'tis only when we do our beſt to aſcend iz awvadix, and 
to riſe as *twere out of the Dungeon of the Body, that we feel our 
ſelves in a clear Air, in a Region eyery way calm and ſerene. And 
then will thoſe black AfﬀeQions of deſpair and anguiſh yaniſh away, 
and thoſe clear and bright ones of Love, Joy and Tranquility, break 
forth in their full ſtrength, and ſhine in the Glories of their own 
native Luſtre. He that has an ill Conſcience, needs no angry Cherub 
with a flaming Lance, He has an armed Giant already that ſtands 
raging and ready to devour. And tho we could ſuppoſe never ſo 
mild a Seaſon without us, things never ſo ſweet and pacate , yet all 
would avail nothing, when there is a burning Yeſvws continually 
vomiting out Flames and Horror within. A Man that is of a quiet 
and even Diſpoſition, and has all things ſo well ſhaped within him, 
as not to be ſtartled at the Limnings of darker Fancy; 'tis he certain- 
ly that lives nobly and happily, and conſtantly enjoys a clear Hea- 
ven in the compatls of his own mind. When the Sea of this World 
is moſt rough and tempeſtuous about him, he can ride ſafely at An- 
chor within the calm Hayen of himſelf; he can look about him, and 
with an indifferent glance behold either the Smiles, or the Frowns of 
Fortune. 

Now, that this might not be ſuppoſed to be a needleſs ſtep from 
the preſent purpoſe, all that I contend for, is, that no Man of a calm, 
regular fraine, can be driven on ſo abſurd a thing as Seif- Murder ; an 
injury to Life and Nature; a thing as loathiom in the thought , 
as *cis dreadful in the Execution. If he be, 1 can allow it nv better 
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Title than that of a ſober Stadied-madnefs. And as for that Stndious 
Youngſter whom Scultetus remembers in his Annals from good Au- Cantabri- 
thority,to be found hang'd-in his Study, ſuppoſed by the direftion of 5 #» C2. 
his Finger on the ſacred Text, to be driven thereto by the terror of _ a 
the Pcedeſtinarian Opinion ; were it his own deſperate a&t, the ,(,, {... 
proper Cauſes of Deſpair in this caſe are to be ſifred,luch as weakneſs ſenſu: ſuc 
of Spirit, violence of Paſſion, &&c. And tis Dr. Taylor's Obſerya- »*t /ingulo 
tion, wxeilvyor warxejrumy where there is a littleneſs of Heart, 729*4/, 


there is allo a defect of Hope, and an extreme forwardneſs to Sorrow ny. = 


and Suſpicion. e quidems 
mods , ut 
faciem haberet in Sacrum Bibliorum codicem obverſam, ac digitum poreFim lhoum Sacre Scripture 


deſignantem ult de pradeſtinatione traFabatur, Scult. An. Dec. 2. p. $7. 


Certainly they were no other than Heathens, that were ſo far from 
thinking it unlawful, that in ſome Cafes, as that of Country, 
Friends, bodily Prefſuce, &c. they held it to be their Duty to Kill 
themſelves. And how they could be juſtified in the attempt, tho they 
had no'other Philoſophy but that of Nature.to direft them, we can't 
find; for in that the Wiſer among them did oppoſe all Violence of 
this kind, and were often diſputing, that *twas but a poor Specimen 
of Valour, if they could not encounter a little trouble 3 and thar 
we were placed in this world as Soldiers by their General, each man 
at his Poſt, and none to move withoat order; and that ſelf-yio- 
Tence was a breach not only to our own perſons, but the Kingdom, 
or Commonwealth of which we were members. In that the Sageſt 
amongſt'them pleaded in this manner, was enough to baffle alk 
their pretences, to ſilence all that ever hada mind to plead for ir, and 
to argue them of extreme weakneſs and inconfideration in the fa&. 

And now we are to imagine that ſuch deficiencies as theſe will be 
ſo far from being juſtifiable, that right Reaſon will never be put to 
father all thoſe pitiful abortions that do ſpring from the womb of 
paſſion and miſtake. And think if a man bas the judgment to deter- 
mine about the Contingencies of this preſent life ; he need not ter- 
rife himſelf ſo much about the expeCtation of another ;/ for in re- 
ference to the forementioned Principle, I hope ever to acquieſce in 
his determination, who ſpeaks to this effet ; He that after due >». Tillot. 
fearch finds not the marks of a Reprohate about him,has no grounds 
to ſuſpeCt the power of any latent decree to make him one. An& 
therefore 'ris an argument of a ſtrange kind of ſhortneſs-and 'inco- 
gitancy,for any man to miſcarry upon that account, and fit only to 
begimputcd to the fickleneſs of. miſguided youth. 

Toſephus / 
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Bel. Jud. Foſephns,who deviſed a way that Men ſhould rather kill one another 
L.3: C.14- by Lot, if occaſion were, than become Murderers of themſelves, 
Alſo L. 7. Which he calls a bloody Work, aud ſays, That they who wrought 
ns it', were ſuch as did not permit Reaſon to take place. He ina 
of Maſſada. Philoſophick Dulcourle to his Countrymen, ſo much over-maſtcred 
by the Roman Puillance, endeavouis to prove that he who ftrives a- 

gainſt an Adverſary, whom he has all the reaſon in the world to ima. 

ine he ſhall fall before, is little elſe than a Self-murderer : And 

om hence *cis that he ſo paſſionatel gonunen to intreat his friends 

to a peaceable ſurrender. Why ſhould we become Murderers af our 

ſelves, Oye my friends, what Cowards ſhall we ſhew our ſelyes to 

be ? Of what abſurdity and indiſcretion ſhall we be found guilty ? 

How much ſhall we violate the Law of Nature? What a dreadful 

Crime ſhall we commit againſt the Author of our Being ? How ga- 

nifeſtly ſhall we conteman hereby his power, and command ayer us ? 

How can he do otherwiſe than juſtly conſign us oyer to ſome dark 

abode, as the puniſhment annexed to ſo black a crime. And hence 

he concludes toogthat there is a darker reſerve than ordinary for the 

ſoul of the Selfmucderer. Tiny pirddvs Nyamu mts huyas oxeraTyeys, Fo. 

And if death in its moſt leiſurable advance looks formidable enough, 

ſudden death much more, becauſe it comes to us in the ſhape of hox- 

rour and ſurprize. But of al) kinds of death a ſelf.yiolent one myſt 

needs be as the moſt unſafe to a mans ſelf, ſo the moſt uncomforta- 

ble to any ſurviving Relation; for as doubts may ariſe of the fair- 

neſs of ſuch a ones valediCtion to this world, ſo there may be a grea- 

ter concern at bis being fit for the entertainment of a better. 4 

A man cannot at againſt himſelf in ſo baſe and felonious a manner 

without highly prejudicing his Immortal part, and interrupting his 

eternal tranquility, For according to the terms on which we now 

all ſtand, impenitence and irremiſſion are ſuch, as the former muſt 

needs ſuppoſe the latter. And how a man can be ſaid to prerepent 

of a dangerous fat, which he is preſently entring upon, and by 

means of which he is precluded from all future hopes, and oppor- 

tunities in order to ſuch an effeft, mult be left ro a deeper enquiry, 

than I am at preſent able to make. Certainly, if there be any thing 

of pardon ante fatum, it muſt be ſuppoſed to be by grant of diſpen+ 

ſation ; which includes both an allowance of the fat, and alſo an 
exemption from puniſhment ; which would be a horrid thing for any 

man toſuppolſe in the preſent Caſe. Hence it is that the moſt candid 

Caſuiſt can hardly find in is a capacity of being pardoned. And ac- 

cording to Eccleſiaſtick Cenſure, the party we know is ſuppoſed to 

be 
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be iſe fade Excommunicate, And therefore it was that St. Auſtin left 
it ſo-ſtriftly in Caution, that-no-one ſhould dare to d:ſpatch himſelf, 
though to'never ſo good a purpoſe, eveh the getting free from any 
preſent inconvenience, leſt he ſhould be milt: ken in bis 4m, and 
from thinking to make his condition better, render it iaftuitely and 
unſpeakably worſe. Nemizem ſpontaneam mortem fi14 inferre debere ve- 
lat ugiendo moleſtias temporales, ne incidat 1n 4ter1.14, Aug. de Cont. Det. 
And again, he is fo far from C— that be is very poſitive in 
ir, that a betterlife-is not deſigneJ for thoſe that have lo much abue 
ſed themſelves in this: Reos ſue'mortis melior poſt mortem vita non ſuſcts 


pit. Aug. And when he came to chide ſome of its Co-temporaries, 


for being over-favourable to the memories of ſuch as had made 
themſelves away upon a Religious account; ' fays he, Let their pre- 
tence be what *rwill, my Concluſion is, That as they never deſerved, 
fo they ſhall never-be -honoured- with the name of Martyrs. Q-3 {54 
collum lig averumt nomine Martyrum nunquam veneramur, 

There is a ſaying of Pyhagoras in Cicero, of excellent importance 
in the preſent matter, Th2t for a man to depart hence in a violent 
manner, is as if a Soldicr ſhculd march off without the word of the 
Commander. And what a ſorry expectation is it for one that has vo- 
luntarily reſigned up his Right,to be ſummoned again to receive the 
wages of a Rebel? Injuſſu Imperatoris de prefidio, & ftatione vite diſe 
cedere, ** Tis an audacious thing to imagine, We ate at our own dif- 
poſal, and can execute our ſelves when we will: No more than a 
private perſon can take a Malefaftor from the Bar, and put him to 
death upon his own private authority. In this caſe we are to ſuppoſe 
a man to be both his own . Judge. and- aylor.; and inthe firſt place, 
how a man can be thought a competent Judge in his own Cauſc; and 
in the ſecond, what authority can he exerciſe over himſelf, when 
thete is no ſuperior Law whereon to build his determination, is diffi 
cult to find out, Nemo habet in ſe Autboritatem , cum non ſit ſelpſo ſupe- 
rior. Further I confels, | am not old enough to conceive how ſelf- 


violence, as in the preſervation of ſome virtue or other, ſhould af... 
ſume-the title of-Martyrdow. The cauſe may be good tis true, which' 


indeed conſtitutes the Martyr, but how good that cauſe muſt be which 
juſtifies an ill aft, 1 can't-well-determine ; and ſhould be very _ciuti- 
ous to celebrate for Martyrdom, what 'we can make little elſe than 
plain murder. The caſe of Pelaga is rather to be pitied than com- 
mended. Though that tender Creature did it undoubtedly ro miſs 
thoſe unhandſome Violations to-which ſhe ſw her ſelf expoſed; And 
*15 pity, methinks, that the CE fo Divine a inodeſty ſhovld 
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wholly diſappear by ſuch a haſty indifcreet management af her ſelf. 
The moſt that St. Ambroſe ſpake of is, when bis Siſter Marceding 
conſulce:] him directly to give ig his thoughts about this matter was, 
He bcl.eved, that migit not be reputed as an offence , which wag 
made uſe of as a iemedy. But it mult be adeſperate diſtemper in» 
deed to admit of fa dangerous an application. And Barenie was fo 
Yxerplcxcd abour it, thac he e*ne concluded, Quid 4d bac dicamm, non 
hab:mw &Among(t all, one would rather chuſe to reſt in St, Auſtin's 
z;ithla modo , wpan no account, whether it be the removing any pre« 
ſent, or the preventing auy future evil, or the grablying flaſhy 
deſire to be in the next life, can it be lawful for any man to do vio» 
lence to himſelf, In reference to this laſt it was, that he gave his o- 
Pinicn of Cleombratus, when ſeeming to applaud his Courage, conclu- 
ded of his attempt, that *ewas done rather magne. than bene. And 
here I cannot but rewark that of Seneca, Iraſcere Interfettors, ſed me- 
ferere Interfefti, Aud ſucther,to the farmer. inftance of Felagie, baving 
bad uccation to mention that innoceat delightſome part <t maykind, 
give me leave to repreſent the matter in ſome Diviner feature, 'and 
you have in the Apocrypha an account of a Woman that in exceſs cþ 
ſcrcow thought. of making ker, ſelf away, but the only thing that 
reſtrained her,was the tender regard ſhe bore to hex aged Parent, Sho 
was very ſorrowful, *tis ſaid, ſo that ſhe thought to have ſtrangled hey 
ſelf, and ſhe ſaid, I amythe only daugbrer of my father , and if I do this 
thing, it will be 4 reproach tg him, and I ſball brirg by old age with far* 
row to the grave. 


The CONCLUSION: 


N D- now to draw towards an ead: Alas ! when-your loſt 
friend, Lindamor, ſhall recur to,your Nightly fancy, and you 
ſhall have reacted to your. waking Geni. bis uatortunate tranhtion 
from this life to the immenſe ſpace of another , Ah Melanchaljy 
thought, to ſuppoſe that he is now ſighing way an Eternity in 
tears as the juſt ameccement of ſo. horrid a; Grime ! *Tis a $0xment 
indeed to fee bappineſs at a diſtance with hopeleſs eyes never to en 
joy it. Can you refrain folding up your (clf in all the. forms of ſor+ | 
row 2 To what a ſtravge fetch muſt a men be driven im ſych'a caſe ? 
w—— /mſſum Secium longe ſermone. 
What would you give to retrieve his wandring ſhade ? O the curſe 
that lies on thoſe rude. bands thas were ſo impiquſly imbrewed. ! the 
cenſure he has incurred for drawing on himielk the guilt, of bl ky 
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blood? Were Ito imagine ſuch a thing to be the haſty produdt of un- 

kind deſpair, 1 would curſe with fury and concern. theſe unpoliſhed - 
atoms thar ſhould juſtle together in ſo unliappy a Collition. 4nd were 

it my caſe that | had a friend ſodererwining, I would beg the Pow- 

ers above;that can never forget, only to r2ze ſuch an action out of 
the Annals of time, and ſuftcr it rather to remain a blot, than any 

diſcernable note in the Calender of Eteruity. 

Oh't That Nature's Garmeat (ould fit uneaſie about any one, as 
not to tarry the leiſure of ſome Angel ro undreſs him, but violently 
ro ſtrip oft the robe of Natbre! How does a man by ſuch an actipp nes 
only baffte the hopes of his ſurviving friends, but alſo balk the Cour- 
teſie of his Inviſidle Miniſter, who would gladly himſelf bave drawn 
the Curtain, removed theLight, and bid bima geacle repoſe. 

Further, what hard thoughts will the world be apt to entertain con 
cerning theconcuCt of futh a man's Reaſon and Underſtanding 2 how 
illy he has improved that Diving Light,and almoſt queacked the Cots rrrelefime 
teſtial Spangle! Was he furniſhed with an Intelle&t,and had a Glort humans, 
ors Lamp of Knowledg ſet up, to ſhive in it for no better pyrpoſe ! Azunlie 
they will rather cetſure it by the uſe chat is made of it, to be ſome Kvels. 
looſe ſpark flying out of the Lake of fire, than ever ſuppoſe it to be 
the kindlings of a Diviner flame. Better certaigly,ia my thought,had 
fach a one never beet, 'or bring, had oerſ 199g ſince baniſhed frotm 
his own <fence, atid commencing ſome other kind, had paſſed into 
an innocent Animal, that: was never like tochave the burthen of an 
after-chonight to gall and perplex him ! That man wha is oaly capable 
here of thoſe higher acceſſions. of thought and ſtudy, ſhould not bet- 
ter con rub, oe thi Y-; to live | Life, weare tobe aſſu. 
red, is the highelt peffection. of Corporeal Beings, becauſe the near- 
eſt reſemibbante of the Divide. The moſt cogt = tible Creature in 
whom the. Spritgs .of Life are in motion, can boaſt of a-prehemi- 
nence beyond'the Stars ; ang the minncelt part df ag Organiz'd.Be- 
ing, and enliven'd, yu} challenge the Syn,, end bid defiance-'to.its 
tnanimate Hﬀuſter, But alas ! *cis not barely to live,that we plead for: 
if ſo,the vileſt of Brute Animals may well rank themſelves with the 
higheft'Sons of Reaſon. But'when Life it ſelf ſhall be;adorned and 
glorified with all thoſe Excellencies and Advantages,to render it eabe 
and delightfal, that can be nanied,this is that wiuehcaiſethie beyond 
X common brearbifig. And all men.l reckon wight live happys' if 
they would themſdlves ; if they would be ſtezdy in their-defires;and 
equal in their apprehenſions of things preſent. They might have 
then faved wife Democritus the trouble of exchanging his Paſſion, 
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who though *cwas his conſtant buſineſs to laugh, yet having once 
lighted on a man of an indifferent temper like himſelf, could nor 
_ dropping a tear, for that the number of ſuch men was fo 
mal!, 

Indifferency, we confeſs, is a flower that grows not in every 
Garden : where we ſhall mecr with one that is calm, eaſi: and dele- 
table under every circumitance, and event of things, we ſhall 
be peſtered with a hundred that are nothing bur ſtorm and noile ; 
and if any thing croſſes their deſires, they think it their only reme- 
dy to rage and boil away in the fury of ſome baſe extreme. And 
truly I can*c think it any other, but for want of ſtudying the Golden 
Rule of Equality, that moſt men are as miſerable in the defeat of 
their expectations, as before they were eager in the purſuit of their 
deſires. Of all men of his Rank, Seneca came at length t» be moſtly 


admired for a man of a patient, even temper, who in every inter- 


fering j1nCEture' found more pleaſyre and. contentment in his own | 


. quiet apprehenſion of things, thay he did trouble and uneafinefs in 


their-diſcompoſure. And Cleanthes was as noble in his Seotiment ; 


Dr. Hall, 


as Seneca was now grown diſcreet in his behaviour, when hz was ask-+ 
ed, How a man ſhould become Rich? anſwered, To be poor in D:- 
fices. And he that is otherwiſe, and has neither the meaſure, nor the 
manners to reſpect a little, I wiſh him no worſe, with that pious Eþ 
der in his Treatiſe of Contencation,* but that he were plagued ſuffici, 
ently with an Abundance.” ©. FEE wich, « 

Alas'! what meatineſs of ſ;cit does tt.i; figs? a min of a ſowr, 
implacable difcontented temper, is ſo far from bzing Ckriſtiaaly 
great and generour, that I much queſtion whether he-has not dif. ry- 
ced the very Heathen withia him. Teue virty: is;certainly the fairy 
eſt Critericn whereby to' diſcert.a mail ery great. ard as an Hor 
nourable Perſon whoſe name will 'fo: ever 


fe name'wil 42 elh ln the (0 ywote 
-wealth of Learning, has tately ſhzwh, That is Magnanimity indeed, | 


whete Religion and Virvue are the Com nanders of humane actions, | 
Boyle's Chriſt. Virt. *Tis' only ina Rel gious breaſt where Iadiffer- | 
enicy, and Moderation do reſide ; that ti e. Natural Symphony which | 
Plato fancied-by his 7d Yom 2 *Avajuere, is in confprt, By Means 
which'he talked ſo mach bf 'Mencal 'Muſick, tuning of,,Paſſions, and * 
the Harmonies of '2 virtuods mind. Such Vircyes as theſe are the on- * 
ly luſtruments of Enthconing Man's depoſed Reiſon, and re eſtab- 
liking! within him a juſt'Empire over all thoſe diſorderly Paſſions, 
which ſo impetroaſl; rend a man from the free poſſeſſion and enjoy. * 
m<nt of himſelf. Now beſides the want of this, here is one thing 19 


which 
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which a great part of mans miſery is owing. Men are often ſeen to 
tercifie themſelves with what may be, and to ere Schemes of futu» 
rity in the Shop of their amazed fancy, They would faia be ſpell- 
ing out their future ſtate, when *twould make abundantly more for 
their happineſs and tranquility in d:em vivere , and to entertain their 
preſent fortune with al} imaginable caſe and freedom. 

Neſcia mens hominum fats, ſortiſq, future. 

Hereby they raiſe ro themſelyzs Ideas, much like th: imazinary 
gueſſes cf ſome impoſing Aſtrologer, wao threatens you with Thun- 
der and Lightning enough to dace the ſtout. {t Heftor, ad pat him 
to his ſhifts to fly away in borror and ſadneſs, when ia the ullue the 
air proves mild and temp:rate z, they poſlleſs themſelves wick the 
dread of a ſad, diſcontented day approaching, which will even 
weep out its eyes. But when *cis born, it proves a Democritns, and 
does nothing but laugh at the foolzry of their extravagaut prepol- 
ſeſſions, | 

Another thing which renders us in a great degree miſerable is this : 
'We are extremely buſiz in proſecuting our fond deſires, and are of- 
tentimes deceived by our overmuch confidence in the enjoyment. 
Like filly Children we think the Sky lies on yonder hill, which, we 
either loſe in the proſecution, cr find yaſtly removed from oureager 
proſpect. The temper of moft men is neyer to b2 ſatisf:d till they 
-are got- up to the heigh: of enjoyment ; and *tis a great hazard bur 
"they then find themſelves far more uneaſie than th;y were before, 
and would fain, if poſſible, be reftored to their former poiar , 
and wiſh they had never taſted the enjoyment. They are fit to be re- 
'kmbled to that King in Joſephus, who being diſturbed by his enemies 
and accuſers in the poſſeſſion of the Throne, came to Ceſar, and told 
| _ He had the Subſtance, but now crave the ſhadow. gf the K'ng- 

| And here too,even in this we ſhill meer with great viricty of Hu- 
moors; 'fome love to b» great and popular; othersto be g ave and 
reſerved, When as an Fexander grows big, with {mpire, and groans 
for more worlds to conquer, a Diocleſian gladly retites, from his 
Throne and Avgnſtnefs, to a. Rural Farm, as from a {fate of Miſe, 
Ty and Servitude, to that of freedom and repoſe, Some men-chuſe 
Tather to live a private'life, wherein is ſecurity, "than in the height 
of forture' and honour, with perpetaa! danger and diſquiet. _ Bux 
now here is the moſt pinching and rremendous conſideration of all, 
that afeer a man has be:n variouſlyererciſ.d, and ſhifted from this 
file to that, he ſhall for want of an Executioner become his owa 3. 4 
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man 1n this caſe is divided, and at enmity againſt :imſclf, and in a 
ſtrayge kind of manner becom *< beth the ative and piflive lubjet 
of his own aCtior, * Tis ſaid of Pythagoras,that he curied the number 
Two, becauſe *twas the firſt that preſumed to depart frum Unity, 
Now *cis by Unity that things are preſerved, and Individuals are 
p1i2cipally one; and therefore if ladividuals be divided ayainſt theme 
ſclye+, and things ceate to be true and amically diſpoſed towards 
themſelves, there iz no other to be expected, deſolation muſt needs 
enſue, the world ir ſelf can*c ſtand. "Tis ſtrauge that any one ſhould 
be ſo bideouſly croel to himſelf, beyond all exceptions of pity and 
compaſſion: Indeed, to render the whole circuit of Aw bony the 
more conſpicuo: s, 1can't think that any man ſhould abſolutely defire 
to be miſerable or wretched in his laſt exiſtence. But the tbing is, upon 
ſome diſtafte he affects the diſſolution of bis preſenc,and pcrional ſub» 
ſiſtence,upon intention and hope by ſuch a change to be bettered inhis 
future. concition. And therefore for the preſent be is,as 'twere,at odds 
with himſelf ; and like two intimate perſons, the nearer is their af- 
feion, the greater is their diſtance when they fall into diviſion, a 
the likelier to continue if there be no Reconciler ; his condition is 
much the more defperate,becauſe the difference riſes bigh, and. there 
wants a Mediator of Reconciliation betwixt a man and himſelf. But 
it muſt be a deſperate attack iodeed, when,a man ſhall precipitate 
himſelf on ſo dangerous a hzz1rd as we are now mentioning z to - 
parate bimſelf ſo prepoſteroully , and in the ſeparation to ſend one 
part of himſelf, to inherit no more mercy than we can ſuppole to 
hover snter pontem, & fontem ;, the other to be expoſed like the in- 
terment of ſame viler Creature, and to bedenied the decencies of a 
common obſequy. Nay moreover, whoſe very goods are adjudged 
execrable hereby, 5. e. as to men. And therefore do from that, very 
inſtant become a Deodand, as returning to their principal owner; 
Indeed there are ſome caſes (as I am well informed) in which the 
Law vniverſally allows an orderly Sepulture, ſuch as deep Melancho- 
ly, or an extraordinary Delirium. And we have an account out of 
an ancient Author of two Melancholy Brethren that murdered thers- 
ſclyes,and for ſo foul an aft were condemned to an infargous Burials 
but when upon further cxamipation it. appeared that miſery and made 
neſs were the Incentives, the Sentence was,revoked, and the deceated 
honoured with a due ſolemnity. This ſeems very-talerable, and a- 
eing with humane Pcudence to mitigate theſe hard Cenſures z 
orwhen men are ſad beyond meaſure, and are haraſſed by the vios. 
lence of a long diftemper , they oft-times ſuffer under a wh 
WICec 
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wreck of Reaſon ; and then like a Ship without a Pilot, they muſt 

needs ſplit on the next Rack. Bur ttvs is ſa. racely proved, and ſo fel- 

dom regarded , that moſt men to ſhew the malignity of fo deteſta- 

ble afaCt, are far expoſing the Criminal-to an Exemplary diſgrace. 

And therefore as among the Remans they had their Porte Scelerare, 

through which the Bodies of the Dead were dragg'd; fo now the 

manger is ta convey them to a; ſeparate place, and there ſtake 

down the trembling Corps reaking/in its own gore and filth, as a Athenienſes 

publick horror to all that ſhall paſs:thay way. Orher: Laws dececmi | a4{ciſanc 

ned,that one hand ſhould be left unburied. And "cwas a Statute made monum 

by Tarqun, that their whole Bodies ſhonid be hugg up'intheair.  - Av] oe 
g 1 

matam relinquebant. Tazquia. Prius cadaver crucibus figebat, cinibus ſpetfanda, = feris 6+ 

lucribus lacer anda. 


ph tells vs, "Twas anciently determined. among the Jews, 
that though they generally held it Jawful ro bury their Enemies, yer 
they reſolved "was not fit the body of the Self-murderer ſhould be 
Iaterr'd till the going down of the Sun, And "Twas Cuſtomary with 
other Nations, he tells us- farther, ro cut off their right hands, 
judging that as the Soul hereby was made a ftranger to the Body, ſo 
by that faft the han was as "were a [tranger to both. Foſeph. de Bell. 
Jud. Lib. 3. Cap. 14. 
The ſhame and ignominy then to which they generally expoſed 
ſuch a one,does ſufficiently teſtifie their jadgment of ſo notorious a 
faſt. And indeed conſidering the Obligations the Self-murderer 
breaks throogh,the quality of the faft, ec. how can we foppote chem 
to be leſs rigorous in making their reſentment of it as Exemplary as 
may be? Here is an irreparable breach made in humane Society 
here is an annatural violation of the Law of Self-charity z (when we 
can't otherwiſe ſuppoſe but that this is a thing which ought firſt to 
begin at our ſelves, and:that we argondet higher obligations to pre- 
ſerve our own lives, than the lives of others z and more obliged not 
to deface that Divine Image upon our ſelves, than upon any other of 
mankind.) Here is an abuſe of that Right of Nature, which is de- 
fined to bea liberty that each man hath ro uſe his power, not in or- 
der to his deſtruRion, but the contrary. For this were really to in- 
frivge the Law of Nature and Reafon , to the breactrof which no See $haf- 
Rational man will eyer pretend to any right. And if once broken, L. _ 
whether out of error, paſſion, or ſurpriſe, nothing can be pleaded _ 
in juſtification or excuſe; for this ſeems a very plaulible determioati- gainſt 
on, that ſeeing Self-preſeryation is the great Law of Nature and Hobbs. 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon, as we have intimated above, to a&t that which is really and 
contrary to this Law, mult ueeds be a breach thereof, rhough! 

the man fo ating may be ſo far it an error, as not to think the: acts) 

on to beſo 'deſtrocttive to the end he aims at, as *tis 4 for as in Civil! 
Government,ignorance of the Law is no good Plea to excuſe, and 

juſtihe, though is may extenuate a crime in ſome caſes; ſo in 5Srary 

See more Natur, error, ignorance, or pilion, cannot excule' and juſtifies 
of this in thoſe aftions which are really contrary to right Reaſon, --or that 
Shaf.'9. Grand principle of Self-preſervation. 7 


| 4 
And now, Lindamor, I am afraid that in diſſwading others from! 
doing violence to themſelves, 1 have offcrec ſome to your patience 
in the tediouſneſs of ſo large a Letter. 1 have only at preſent to add" 
the readineſs I am in to ſerve you; and to put you in mind of the 
Obligation, that you need not doubt of having that reſpect ſhewn 
you, which you might at all times fo freely command from _w_— 
W413 1 
Your Obliged Friend and Servant, 
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